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the London - and there was a constant stream of
callers going to and from her cabin.
Her purpose was to inspect the hospitals, in
some of which were female nurses over whom she
claimed authority. In Scutari she had never
spared herself, and she did not spare hersdf now.
The hospitals before Sebastopol as well as those
in Balaclava were inspected, and, in conjunction
with Soyer, she suggested many improvements in
the culinary and other arrangements. She had
always ignored the danger of contagion - Sidney
Godolphin Qsborne is one of the witnesses who
refers to her ** utter disregard of contagion " -
and, although warned of the risk at Balaclava,
she went into several wards where there were
patients suffering from infectious diseases. It
had been a matter for wonder to those who worked
with her that she had so long escaped unscathed,
but now, at Balaclava, she contracted the fever *
that had attacked the allies - known as Crimean
fever.
Her constitution had been undermined by her
arduous labours, and the doctors took a grave
view of her condition and could hoid out 00
confident hope of her recovery. Eight hundred
feet above Balaclava, on the Genoese Heights,
were a number of huts used as a sanatorium, and
it was thought desirable to transfer her to one of
these. The news spread in Balaclava that die
had died, and the army sorrowed for the woman
who had given so noble an example of public
service - service to men who had beesa looked